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Spring Range Tour 

April 17th, 2012 

Black Butte Ranch—Hosted by Del and Holly Reimers 

This year’s program is a marketing theme— 
  

9:30 AM  Introductions and Welcome 
● Josh Davy, Farm Advisor and Del Reimers, Ranch Owner/Operator 

9:45 AM  Ranch Tour – The Reimers Family 
● Overview of production cycle 
● Review of the ranch’s strategies for forage production 
● View new corral designs 

11:00 AM  Marketing program begins 
Description of marketing programs, their economic benefits,  and their requirements 

12:00 PM  Lunch – Sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim, Wells Fargo Bank, Merk Animal Health 
  

Please RSVP so we can get a lunch count by Friday, April 13th to  
Josh Davy, Livestock and Range Farm Advisor  

530‐527‐3101 or jsdavy@ucdavis.edu 
  

 Directions:  Take the Orland Newville/Hwy 32 exit off of I‐5 
    Head west on Newville Road 6 miles; Black Butte Ranch is on the right 
    The ranch is the next right past Graves Cemetery and County Road 206 
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Pasture Aeration Trial 
 

Larry Forero—UCCE Farm Advisor 
Dan Marcum—UCCE Farm Advisor 

 

Pasture aeration is a practice done on some ranches in an effort to improve irrigation efficiency.  Proponents of the tech-
nique claim the implements slicing action into the soil improves water infiltration in compacted soils, thus improving forage 
production. 
 

In the 2009 field season, field trials were initiated to determine the benefits of aeration on pastures in Hat Creek as well 
as the Palo Cedro area. 
 
Hat Creek Trial 
 

The treatments and controls were applied in the spring of the year.  Figures 1 and 2 depict the equipment and the results 
of the treatment. The soil was a sandy cobbly loam.  Both control and treatment plots were protected from grazing and 
harvested on a 30 day interval. 
 

Figure 3 outlines the monthly forage 
production as well as the total produc-
tion at the site.  The overlapping confi-
dence intervals indicate the treatment 
and control cannot be separated sta-
tistically. 

Palo Cedro Trial 
 

A pasture aeration trial was con-
ducted on loamy soil in the Palo 
Cedro area.  Alternating borders 
were treated in June after haying.  
Replicated control and treatment 
plots were protected from grazing 
and harvested at the end of the 
growing season.  No statistical differ-
ence in production could be found. 
 
Conclusion 
 

Most of the research done on the value of aerators for pasture and hay is not encouraging. This does not mean that 
aeration will always be ineffective. It is possible that there are sites where severe compaction problems exist from cattle 
trampling or heavy equipment traffic on certain soils where aerator equipment may improve water infiltration and in-
crease forage yields. Careful evaluation of potential aeration sites should be done before using a soil aerator. From re-
search results 
so far, it is 
unlikely that 
most areas will 
give much eco-
nomic benefit 
from this prac-
tice. Soil distur-
bance by an 
aerator could 
also result in 
weed problems 
in a pasture. 

Figure 3-Hat Creek Plots-2009 Field Season
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Figure 2. Field after treatment (Hat Creek) Figure 1.  Pasture Aeration Implement 
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Livestock and Range News is a newsletter published by the Farm Advisor’s office containing research, news, infor-
mation, and meeting notices related to the areas of livestock production, irrigated pasture, range, and natural re-
source management. 

Spring Range Tour—Please R.S.V.P. by Friday, April 13, 2012: 

● Call the Tehama County Cooperative Extension Office at 530-527-3101 

● Email Josh Davy, UCCE Tehama County at jsdavy@ucdavis.edu   
 

Or 

For a color copy of this announcement visit the website at:  
http://cetehama.ucdavis.edu/ 

In addition, the website has many UC publications and information on topics such as livestock, 
range, natural resources, pest control, and other agriculture and crop production areas 


